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WEATHER The week was unseasonably cold, with low temperatures epproaching or
equaling the record for so late in the season Monday morning. Several days
were very windy. Moderate precipitation coourred over the southern portion of the

Panhandle and over the extreme eastern portion of the state, but little or none
elaewhera,

CROPS Crop returns for the week ending Saturday brought an increase in the number

: of reports of damage to winter wheat. From one of the highest December 1
condition reports of record, the crop lost seven points by April 1. Further re-
duction in condition was noted from reports during the first two weeks of April.
Many of the weekly reports scattercd throughout the state commented on damage to
the crope.

The causes of damage reported varied greatly in different parts of the state,
from winter drought in the west to exoceeslive : molsture in the east, high winds,
leaf rust, cut worms, green bug, alternate freszing and thawing, freezing after wheat
had lost its winter hardiness, some planting of less winter resisteaat varleties end
too heavy early growth which consumed all of the surface molsture. Reports also
indicate demage to wheat in spots, thin stands and slow growth due to a cold,
backward, spring season. , -

Limited field examination the last days of March revealed that the underground
portion of the wheat was still alive, although some thinning of stands and some
loss of acreage was apparent at that time, which wes reflected 1in the reduced
condition from December 1 to March l. Further field inspection will be made this
week.

Reporte for the woek indicnte very little spring small grain sown. Seeding of
oets and barley last week was limited largely to the western two-thirds of the
stote, where about one-third of the secding is completed in the northern portion and
about half in the southern portion, Practicelly no oats or barley have been seeded
to date in northeastern Nebraske. Reports indicate a range from 114 to 20% of the
oats seeded to dote in east-central and southeastern Nebraske. There are inereascd
reports of further reductlon in the acreage of oats begause of the latencss of the
senicn. Comments indicate that the reduced acreage of oats end barley may result
in increased screage of corn, legumes, soybeans and other crops.

Reports indicate that alfalfa, wild hay and pasture has mede very little or
no growth due largely to cold weather and l1imited moisture in the western half of
the stato. Four counties, Dundy, Hitcheock and parts of Chase and Hayes have ree=
ceived practically no moisture since September.

With the present .indications of greater abandomment of winter wheat than ex-
pected, together with the likelihood of considerable reduction in the acreage of
spring small grain erops, it looks as if there will bc some departurc from the
oc-lier spring plenting intentions. Thls 1s likely to result in a larger acreage
ot sorghum end corn than expected and an inorense in some of the minor crops. Some
losses of fall seeded alfalfa ere reported, as well as some of the older stands and
some increese in seeding of alfelfa and grasses are indioated by the reports.
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Precipitation Map for Week Ending April 13, 1951
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HIGHFST AND LOWEST TFMPFRATURFS (For 24 hours ending in a.m.)
April
10th 1l1th 12th 13th 14th 15th 16th
Max Min Max Min Max Min Max Min Max Min Mex Min tlax Min
W Chadron 60 22 41 21 38 11 50 16 77 31 47 17 40 7
Scottsbluff 58 28 43 22 42 16 51 21 75 31 49 19 38 10
Sidney 60 27 &7 9 36 11 45 20 To 31 49 23 39 11
NesC Burwell 59 33 ww =a w= we 43 24 w= 35 53 25 == o=
Valentine 60 31 42 24 32 25 44 18 68 35 45 22. 34 14
NE Norfolk 50 37 48 32 39 27 37T 31 bB4 31 54 29 40 26
Sioux City 47 35 47 34 38 28 38 32 b2 29 B4 32 38 24
Cen, Grand Island 55 356 47 31 39 29 44 30 63 38 5H8 2B 45 23
E-C Lincoln 46 37 50 36 41 28 33 33 59 34 5T 31 46 26
Omaha 44 39 45 36 40 29 37 32 54 32 656 34 40 29
SW North Platte 62 34 44 23 36 24 47 22 T4 37 56 24 44 18

WEATHFR BURFAU IFLEGRAPHIC REPORT OF PRECIPITATION FOR THE WEEK ENDING APRIL 16, 1951

Eastern Divislon Fastern Div., Conttd. Central Division Western Division

Albion 0 Hestings 044 Broken Bow 0 Allliance 92
Ashland 07 Linceln «08 Burwell 0 Chadron o0l
Avburn 0 Norfolk +056 Cembridge 14 Culbertson ,05
Beatrice «056 Oakdale +16 Holdrege 0 Imperial $12
Columbus 0 Omehea «11 North Loup 0 Kimball 256
Fairbury »10 Red Cloud +10 North Platte 401 Scottsbluff .17
Fairmont 201 - 8ta Peul 0 0'Neill o 27 Sidney «78
Falle City .23 Tekamah 21 Ravenna «08

Fremont 17 Wakefield 025 Valentine 0

Grand Island .08 York «08

Hartington ,44

Average this week 0.1} 0,06 0,37
Total since April 1 0.88 0.58 0.71
Normal since April 1 1.11 1.01 0.86



